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Thought (Machiavelli) and Islamic Sharia

Prepared by:
Abdul Razzaq Al-Obaid

Abstract:

The aim of this study is to explore the true nature of the theory “The end
justifies the means™ as proposed by the Western thinker Machiavelli, the
criticisms directed at this theory, and the stance of Islamic Sharia towards
it—whether it is fully accepted, entirely rejected, or conditionally accepted
within specific limits. The study also seeks to compare this theory with the
Islamic legal principle “Necessities permit prohibitions” to identify points
of similarity or divergence. The study is grounded in the significance this
theory holds for political leaders—whether Western or otherwise—and
questions: Does it serve as a foundation for political tyranny? Does it have
an equivalent in Islamic Sharia? guided by the core research question: Does
the theory “The end justifies the means” have a counterpart in Islamic
Sharia, either as a legal maxim or a political value? A subsidiary question
arises: In terms of the relationship between Machiavelli’s theory and the
principle “Necessities permit prohibitions,” is there similarity or
divergence? The significance of this study stems from the confusion
between Islamic political values—such as impartiality, freedom, and
justice, aimed at establishing a strong political system—and the application
of this Machiavellian theory. The research further examines whether a
Muslim ruler (prince or caliph) may employ any means, regardless of
legitimacy, to achieve his end, whether that end is lawful or unlawful; or
whether he is restricted to using only legitimate means, with the end itself
also needing to be legitimate. Thus, the significance of this research lies in
clarifying the following: that the end to be achieved must be legitimate, and
the means employed must likewise be legitimate. The study also
investigates whether this maxim can be applied unconditionally or if
exceptions exist. Can a legitimate end be achieved through illegitimate
means? This study adopts a comparative methodology, analyzing both
Machiavelli’s theory and its implications on one hand, and the Islamic legal
principle “Necessities permit prohibitions™ on the other.

Keywords: The theory of “The end justifies the means” — Western thinker
“Machiavelli” — The principle “Necessities permit prohibitions” — Islamic
Sharia
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