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The Ruling on Spending Zakat Funds on Public Interests in

the Syrian Context After 2011
(A Comparative Applied Jurisprudential Study)

Prepared by:
Hudhayfah Ali Basha Dr. Osama Al-Hamawi

Abstract:

Zakat is the third pillar of Islam and one of its central acts of worship. It plays a
significant role in combating poverty, achieving development, and meeting the needs of
society. Islam has specified eight legitimate categories for zakat disbursement, which
are: the poor, the needy, zakat administrators, those whose hearts are to be reconciled,
for freeing captives, for those in debt, in the cause of Allah, and for the wayfarer. It is
impermissible to allocate zakat funds outside these categories. Scholars have differed in
interpreting the seventh category, "in the cause of Allah" (fi sabil Allah). Some have
restricted it exclusively to military expeditions for the sake of Allah, while others have
adopted a broader understanding that includes various forms of jihad beyond just
warfare. A further group of scholars has expanded the interpretation even more to
encompass general public interests. This study aims to examine the ruling on spending
zakat funds allocated to the category of fi sabil Allah on public interest projects—such
as the construction of schools, hospitals, and camps—within the Syrian context after
2011.

Keywords: Zakat categories, Fi Sabil Allah, public interests, Syrian context after 2011.
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