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The Role of Tangible Cultural Heritage in the Cohesion of the
Syrian Society

Prepared by:
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Ash

Abstract:

Cultural heritage serves as a vessel for transmitting civilization. It encompasses both
tangible and intangible elements and plays a crucial role in fostering a sense of identity,
belonging, and social cohesion. Moreover, it enhances the capacity of individuals and
communities to be creative—drawing from the past, navigating the present with its
challenges, and striving toward a better future. Preserving heritage is therefore not solely
a concern of the past but an investment in the future, as it represents the living memory
of nations and constitutes a vital cultural and civilizational resource that must not be
compromised, regardless of ethnic, religious, or linguistic affiliations. The heritage of
any nation is part of the collective global heritage, which has led to growing interest in
its preservation. Conversely, the misinterpretation or deliberate distortion of heritage—
often by tyrannical regimes—contributes to societal decline, as heritage is an integral
component of a nation's civilizational identity. Furthermore, the exploitation of cultural
heritage during times of war causes severe damage, underscoring the urgent need to
raise awareness about the value of tangible cultural heritage and to engage citizens
actively in its protection. It is not an exaggeration to assert that Syria's rich and diverse
tangible cultural heritage constitutes a fundamental factor in fostering social cohesion
and rebuilding the present and future in the aftermath of prolonged conflict. This
diversity should be viewed through the lens of interaction and integration to achieve
unity. The study also addresses the challenges facing cultural heritage in fulfilling its
role in safeguarding Syrian identity and explores strategies to enhance its contribution.

Keywords: tangible cultural heritage, identity, diversity, social cohesion, Syria.
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