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The Military Conflict between the Ibadi Imamate in Oman
and the Abbasid State Between 132-193 AH / 750-809 CE

Prepared by:
Irfan Ali Al-Salama Dr. Jamil Al-Hajji

Abstract:

This study examines the conflict between the Abbasid State and the Ibadi Imamate in
Oman, highlighting the strategic geographical location of Oman as a safe refuge for
opponents of the ruling authority. Due to its important geographical position and
challenging terrain, Oman became a suitable sanctuary for those opposing the ruling
power. During a certain period, Jabir ibn Zayd was active in Basra, spreading new ideas,
which facilitated the spread of the Ibadi sect in Oman. In this context, Al-Jalandi ibn
Mas’ud was elected as the first Imam of the Ibadis in Oman. Following the
establishment of the first Ibadi Imamate in Oman, the Abbasid state in Irag, under the
leadership of Abu al-Saffah, decided to confront and eliminate the Ibadis. The Abbasids
dispatched an army to suppress the Ibadi Imamate and succeeded in overthrowing the
Imamate in 134 AH, forcing the Ibadis in Oman into concealment and secrecy.
However, after a prolonged hiatus, the Ibadi Imamate re-emerged in Oman in 177 AH.
Following the Ibadi restoration of rule, the Abbasids attempted to regain their influence,
leading to a decisive battle between the Ibadis and the Abbasid allies. The Abbasid
army, led by Isa ibn Ja’far, was defeated. This victory demonstrated to the Abbasid state
the strength of the Ibadis. Consequently, the Abbasids were unable to regain control
over Oman until 280 AH. These events reflect the historical conflict between the
Abbasid State and the Ibadi Imamate in Oman.

Keywords: Abbasids, Imamate, Ibadism, conflict, Oman.
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