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The specificity of the crime of recruiting children during armed conflicts

Prepared by:
.Mr. Muhammad Khaled Al-Shuwaiti, Prof. Dr. Abdel-Qader Al-Sheikh

The crime of recruiting children during armed conflicts has a specificity

Making it different from other crimes due to its direct association with a vulnerable
and significant category of people in society — children. Children are among the most
vulnerable populations during armed conflicts and suffer greatly from the
consequences of war. Their young age, limited understanding, susceptibility to
manipulation, and vulnerability make them unable to protect themselves adequately.

This study was conducted in the context of the Arab Spring uprisings, particularly in
Syria, where there has been a concerning increase in violations of children's rights. It
has been established that children have been actively involved and recruited by
various parties throughout different stages of the conflict, resulting in significant
human losses.

This study searches into the concept of the crime of recruiting children during armed
conflicts, examining the reasons and factors that have contributed to its emergence
and exacerbation. It also explain the severe and catastrophic impacts of this crime on
both the recruited child and society as a whole, considering it as a war crime with all
its elements. We conclude our study by presenting the most important findings and
recommendations, emphasizing that combating the recruitment of children in armed
conflicts can only be effective by addressing the root causes that facilitate their
recruitment. These causes often include poverty, unemployment, and easy access to
weapons. Any legislation aimed at ending child recruitment must also include
provisions for the rehabilitation and reintegration of these children. They should
undergo suitable measures based on their age to aid in their physical, psychological,

and social recovery

Keywords: Child recruitment - armed conflicts - elements of crime - violations of
children's rights.
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Silahli ¢catismalar sirasinda ¢ocuklar: askere alma su¢unun 6zgiilliigii

Hazirlayanlar:
Ogr. Gér. Muhammed Halid Al-Suveti, Dog. Dr. AbdulKadir Al-Seyih

Ozet:

Silahli ¢atismalarda g¢ocuklar1 askere alma sucu, silahli ¢atismalarda en
savunmasiz gruplardan biri olan ve kendilerini koruyamamasindan, yasimnin
kiigiikliigiinden, bilingsizliginden, kolay kandirilip beyinlerinin yikanmasi
nedeniyle savaslarin belast ve mesakkatinden en ¢ok etkilenen gruplardan biri
olan toplumdaki 6nemli bir grupla (¢ocuklar) baglantili olmasi nedeniyle diger
suclardan ayrilarak 6zeldir.

Bu ¢alisma, Arap Bahar1 devrimlerinin, 6zellikle Suriye'de artan ¢ocuk haklari
ithlalleri agisindan tanik olduklari 1s181nda yapilmistir, ¢iinkii insani kayiplarin
tiirli savasin ¢esitli asamalarinda ve tiim taraflardan ¢ocuklarin katilimi ve
askere alinmasiyla kanitlanmistir.

Bu ¢alismada, silahli ¢atismalarda ¢ocuklar1 askere alma sug¢u kavrami, bu
sucun ortaya ¢ikmasina ve agirlasmasina katkida bulunan sebepler ve faktorler
ele alimmistir. Hem ¢ocuk asker hem de toplum flizerindeki ciddi ve yikici
etkilerinden ve tam tesekkiillii bir savas sucu olarak bu sugun unsurlarina ek
olarak. Silahli catigmalarda ¢ocuklarin askere alinmasiyla miicadelenin ancak
cocuklari kullanma ve askere alma siirecini kolaylagtiran nedenlerle miicadele
etmenin etkili oldugunu teyit eden en 6nemli bulgu ve Onerileri de ekleyerek
caligmamizi sonlandirdik. Bunlarin en 6nemlileri yoksulluk, issizlik ve silah
tagimadir. Cocuklarin askere alinmasini sona erdirmeye ¢alisan herhangi bir
yasa, cocuklarin tedavi ve rehabilitasyonunu da ele almiyorsa ve onlari fiziksel,
psikolojik ve sosyal olarak iyilestirmelerine yardimci olmak i¢in yaslarina
uygun bir dizi tedbire tabi tutmuyorsa topaldir.

Anahtar kelimeler :Cocuklarin askere alinmasi - silahli ¢atigmalar - sug
unsurlari - cocuk haklar ihlalleri.
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